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Canada; Canadian Construction Information System 
This introductory Conference speech preceded a 



request to the assembled members of the Canadian construction 
industry that a proposed information system be reviewed favorably. 

The author discusses the importance of information itself, then 
reviews the state of the art of scientific and technological 
information with particular reference to its application to modern 
industry, and the state of information in the construction industry. 
Practical questions about the organization of a Canadian Construction 
Information System and theoretical questions on the impact of such a 
system on the future of the industry itself conclude the speech. 
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ADDRESS TO BE DELIVERED AT OTTAWA, ON MARCH 20TH 1972 
CONFERENCE OH THE CANADIAN CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION SYSTEM 



by Guy DESBARATS, Dean of the Facultc de 1' Amenagement, 

Universitc de Montreal. 
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This Conference brings together members of one industry 
that is in process of defining itself. 

The awakening of a collective conscience, or group spirit 
if you prefer, through the perception of collective goals, is 
a recent phenomena in Canada among the members, groups and 
institutions that have traditionally been responsible for the 
built environment. 

In fact, these groups or institutions saw themselves - and 
occasionally still see themselves - more as competitors or even 
antagonists: client against contractor, tradesman against 

manager, architect against engineer, and so on. 

Perceiving such collective goals is essential to stimulate 
the re-groupings and to create the new institutions that will 
give us the means to realize these collective goals. 

The first efforts at re-grouping within the industry, dating 
back some fifteen years, saw mainly the founding of inter- 
professional joint committees between builders, architects and 
engineers, and saw the organization of labour movements or 
management associations . 



1 



These sub-groups, as we see them now, got together to try 
to reduce the impact of problems arising from excessive competition 
or other conflicts that they perceived as immediate threats. 

These efforts did not prove to be very efficient at solving 
the main problems as is evidenced by labour conflicts, by the 
high rate of bankruptcies, and by the ever-cyclical characteristic 
of the industry. Also, it seems evident now that the deep economic 
and social changes of today mean that the rate of appearance of 
new problems is greater than the development of new means to apply 
to their solution. 

So that, since the sum total of problems affecting this 
near- industry, as it could be called, seems to be greater than its 
capacity to understand and act, the Government of Canada, through 
its Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce, has been induced 
to listen to the wishes of many sections of the industry seeking 
means to concerted action. You know the initiatives that have 
followed upon this backing by the Ministry, particularly the 
Construction Industry Development Council and the National 
Construction Industry Development Foundation. 

The C.I.D.C., though only recently bom, has already brought 
to useful conclusions certain activities begun by the Ministry. 

Tire Council has also given priority to the definition of the 
most critical problems facing the industry. It arrived very 
quickly at the definition of some major goals for action: 
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